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Abstract
This study aimed to explain the educational applications of a conceptual framework of

philosophical thinking grounded in Qur’anic teachings for elementary education. The study
used a descriptive—analytical design and the Delphi technique. The proposed framework,
previously extracted from Qur’anic sources, was organized into dimensions, components, and
indicators and converted into a five-point Likert questionnaire. Twenty experts were selected
purposively according to doctoral qualification, more than ten years of scholarly experience,
and familiarity with the research topic. Indicators with mean scores below 3 were excluded.
Data were analyzed in SPSS using the Friedman test to compare indicator rankings and
Kendall’s coefficient of concordance to assess expert agreement. The Friedman test indicated
a statistically significant difference among the rankings assigned to the indicators (p < .001),
demonstrating that experts did not evaluate all indicators as equally important. Kendall’s
coefficient of concordance showed a strong and statistically significant level of agreement
among panel members (W = .75, y*> = 84.5, p <.001). This level of consensus confirmed the
stability of expert judgments and supported completion of the Delphi process after the first
round. The inferential results therefore validated the differential priority and overall
acceptability of the proposed indicators for application in elementary education. The findings
support the applicability of a Qur’an-based framework of philosophical thinking in elementary
schools. The framework can provide a coherent basis for curriculum design and instructional
practice aimed at strengthening reasoning, informed judgment, analysis, creativity, ethical
sensitivity, self-control, reflection, self-knowledge, holistic understanding, participation, and
responsibility. Its use may help integrate cognitive, moral, spiritual, and social development
while promoting a respectful and collaborative school culture.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction
Thinking is the most sophisticated capacity of human cognition, distinguishing humans from other beings
through voluntary and deliberate action (Oxman, 2017), and functioning as a process in which prior learning
is reorganized to solve problems and generate new ideas (Aoun & Nekolaichuk, 2014). Among various forms
of thinking, philosophical thinking occupies a distinctive place due to its questioning, reflective, and systematic
nature, addressing fundamental questions about existence, knowledge, truth, and value rather than functioning
as mere instrumental reasoning; its validity depends not on who states it but on internal coherence and
correspondence between ideas and evidence (Lipman, 2003).
Matthew Lipman's Philosophy for Children (P4C) program marked a turning point in thinking education,
cultivating questioning, reasoning, and independent judgment through Socratic dialogue and communities of
inquiry (Lipman, 2003). Building on this tradition, Cam developed philosophical inquiry stories as practical
tools for exploring philosophical questions with children (Cam, 2008), while Morris examined how the P4C
curriculum shapes the "ideal child philosopher” (Morris, 2016). Recent meta-analytic evidence corroborates
the effectiveness of such programs: a three-level meta-analysis by Wei and Chen confirmed significant effects
of P4C on children's cognitive development, including reasoning and problem-solving (Wei & Chen, 2025), a
finding echoed by Kilby's comprehensive meta-analysis of PAC outcomes (Kilby, 2025), while Kevesk et al.
demonstrated that P4C participation improves working memory and frustration tolerance among sixth-grade
students (Kevesk et al., 2025).
However, most of this evidence base rests on Western, secular epistemological foundations. Addressing this
gap, Hashemi proposed a theoretical and comparative framework reconceptualizing P4C through Islamic
educational thought (Hashemi, 2025). In parallel, Iranian scholars have examined the status of philosophical
thinking within the national education system: Khoshkhouei and Azanab found limited and scattered attention
to philosophical-thinking components in the national curriculum document (Khoshkhouei & Azanab, 2015),
a gap corroborated by Abedini Baltork and Saffar Heydari's content analysis of Iran's public education system
(Abedini Baltork & Saffar Heydari, 2021). Others have tested specific pedagogical interventions: Eskandari
and Kiani found that storytelling significantly enhances students' philosophizing and questioning skills
(Eskandari & Kiani, 2007), Yousefzadeh et al. showed that inquiry-based teaching strengthens deductive-
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thinking skills among fifth-graders (Yousefzadeh et al., 2011), Ghasemi et al. documented weaknesses in
teachers' critical-thinking skills across educational levels in Bushehr province (Ghasemi et al., 2013), Darvishi
et al. reviewed approaches for teaching philosophical thinking suited to Iran's cultural context (Darvishi et al.,
2022), Hassanzadeh proposed storytelling strategies grounded in Quranic and hadith narratives
(Hassanzadeh, 2021), and Mohammadpanah Ardakan et al. found that teaching philosophical thinking
reduced academic stress and strengthened self-control and critical thinking among sixth-graders
(Mohammadpanah Ardakan et al., 2024), a result broadly consistent with earlier work linking deficient
thinking to irrational beliefs and poor anger control (Rostaei, 2013).

Despite this growing body of research, no coherent conceptual framework has yet operationalized children's
philosophical thinking directly from Quranic teachings for use in elementary education. This study therefore
aimed to explain the application of a conceptual framework of philosophical thinking based on Quranic
teachings in elementary education.

Methods and Materials

This study employed a descriptive-analytical approach using the Delphi method. The conceptual framework,
comprising dimensions, components, and indicators of philosophical thinking derived from Quranic verses,
was adapted from a prior study. The research population consisted of Quranic sources and experts in education,
Quranic sciences, and philosophical thinking. Twenty experts were purposively selected based on criteria
including holding a PhD, more than ten years of academic experience, and familiarity with the research topic.
The extracted dimensions, components, and indicators were systematically converted into a questionnaire
based on a five-point Likert scale, designed to assess experts' agreement with and validation of each indicator.
This instrument was administered to the expert panel through the Delphi technique to reach scientific
consensus on the applicability of these indicators in elementary education. Data were analyzed using SPSS
software. In the first step, the mean score for each item was calculated, and indicators with a mean below the
threshold of 3 (out of 5) were removed due to insufficient expert endorsement. The Friedman test was then
used to determine the relative importance and priority ranking of the retained indicators. Finally, Kendall's
coefficient of concordance (W) was calculated to assess the level of agreement among panel members.
Findings

Analysis of expert responses confirmed a five-dimensional structure for philosophical thinking grounded in
Quranic teachings: a cognitive dimension (reasoning, informed judgment, analysis, and interpretation); a
creative and exploratory dimension (innovation, active imagination, problem-solving exploration); an
emotional and ethical dimension (ethical attitude, empathy, self-control); an epistemological and spiritual
dimension (reflection and contemplation, self-knowledge and the purpose of creation, holistic vision); and a
procedural and educational dimension (implementation method, localization of content, participation, and role-
playing).

The Friedman test showed that, among all extracted indicators, five received the highest priority ranking:
asking "what" and "why" questions (mean rank score = 19.45), providing reasons for statements (18.43),
participating in group role-play (18.05), examining an event or situation (17.88), and actively engaging with
Quranic stories (17.85). Kendall's coefficient of concordance exceeded 0.7, indicating strong agreement among
the twenty panel members regarding the relative importance of the indicators. Because this level of consensus
was reached in the first round, the Delphi process was considered complete, and no further iterative rounds
were required.

Overall, these findings indicate that the final conceptual framework is comprehensive and multidimensional,
integrating cognitive, creative, emotional, spiritual, and procedural components, with strong expert consensus
supporting the priority given to questioning, reasoning, participatory role-play, and story-based engagement
as central mechanisms for cultivating philosophical thinking in elementary-aged children.
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Discussion and Conclusion

The results demonstrate that philosophical thinking rooted in Quranic teachings extends beyond a purely
cognitive skill set to encompass emotional, ethical, spiritual, and procedural dimensions, offering a broader
and more integrated model than many conventional frameworks. The prominence given to questioning and
reason-giving reflects the dialogical, Socratic-like spirit long associated with philosophical inquiry, while their
explicit grounding in Quranic verses situates this inquiry within a purposeful, value-oriented framework rather
than an open-ended, directionless dialogue. Similarly, the priority placed on group role-play and active
engagement with Quranic narratives underscores participatory and story-based methods as particularly
powerful vehicles for cultivating philosophical reflection in children, consistent with the strong expert
agreement obtained in a single Delphi round.

Taken together, the developed framework suggests that religious educational thought and empirically
supported pedagogical practices are not in conflict but can be meaningfully integrated: cognitive and creative
growth can be pursued alongside ethical formation and spiritual reflection, all anchored in a coherent,
revelation-based structure. This integration addresses a long-standing gap in which prior efforts have either
analyzed the status of philosophical thinking in curricula without offering an implementable framework, or
tested isolated instructional methods without embedding them in a comprehensive conceptual model.

In conclusion, the conceptual framework developed in this study offers elementary education systems,
particularly in Islamic educational contexts, a validated, multidimensional model for cultivating children's
philosophical thinking. By linking cognitive skill development to ethical, spiritual, and social growth, the
framework can support the cultivation of logical reasoning, leadership, and responsibility, and can contribute
to building a school culture grounded in respect and cooperation, laying a foundation for the intellectual and
moral development of a thoughtful and responsible generation.
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