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Abstract
The present study aimed to determine the effectiveness of mindfulness-based therapy

on psychological flexibility and sports self-efficacy in adolescent female volleyball
players in Tonekabon. This research was a quasi-experimental study using a pretest-
posttest control group design. The statistical population included all adolescent
female volleyball players in Tonekabon in the year 2025. A total of 30 participants
were selected from the population using purposive sampling and were randomly
assigned to experimental and control groups (15 participants in each group). The
experimental group received eight 90-minute sessions of mindfulness-based therapy.
Research instruments included the Psychological Flexibility Questionnaire developed
by Ben Itzhak, Bluvstein, and Mor (2014) and the Sports Self-Efficacy Scale
developed by Curl et al. (2007). Results from multivariate analysis of covariance
(MANCOVA) showed that there was a statistically significant difference at the 0.01
level between the experimental and control groups in terms of psychological
flexibility and sports self-efficacy. The findings indicated that mindfulness-based
therapy is an effective method for improving psychological flexibility and sports self-
efficacy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Family is the most fundamental and influential social institution across cultures, serving as the primary
environment where individuals develop interpersonal skills, values, and emotional bonds. The quality of family
life, particularly the relationship between parents, has a profound impact on overall psychological well-being,
marital satisfaction, and the developmental outcomes of children (Carasso & Dikla, 2024; Saeidiyousefi et
al., 2023). Central to this relationship is the construct of intimacy, which encompasses emotional, cognitive,
and behavioral closeness between spouses. Marital intimacy not only fosters satisfaction and stability in
relationships but also predicts long-term well-being and resilience in families (Agarwal & Sahai, 2024;
Bergeron et al., 2024).

In recent years, the field of positive psychology has shifted the focus of psychological inquiry from pathology
to human flourishing. It emphasizes strengths, virtues, and factors that contribute to a meaningful and fulfilling
life (Seligman, 2003; Seligman et al., 2005). One area where positive psychology has found increasing
application is in family and couple therapy. Interventions grounded in this perspective aim to enhance
gratitude, optimism, purpose in life, and resilience—all of which contribute to higher levels of emotional
intimacy and life satisfaction (Ahmadi et al., 2016; Antoine et al., 2020; D'Ottone et al., 2024).

Intimacy within marriage has been shown to play a protective role against stress and conflict, as well as a
promotive role in sexual satisfaction, emotional security, and relational stability (Bossio et al., 2021; Hatch
et al., 2024; Price et al., 2024). However, many couples struggle with maintaining intimacy due to poor
communication, unresolved childhood conflicts, lack of shared meaning, or emotional disengagement (Jones
et al., 2024; Lyvers et al., 2021; Singla, 2024). In such cases, culturally informed interventions are required
to address the specific relational dynamics and values within the family system.
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The indigenous model of a happy family, developed in the Iranian cultural context, integrates principles from
positive psychology with locally resonant constructs of spiritual growth, emotional bonding, and mutual
respect. It emphasizes components such as resilience, self-regulation, goal orientation, positive thinking, and
effective communication as foundational to fostering marital intimacy. Studies have increasingly recognized
the significance of culturally adaptive therapeutic models in enhancing marital outcomes (Falakdin &
Hajizadeh Meymandi, 2022; Navabinejad et al., 2024; Zare Zardini et al., 2022).

The present study aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of this indigenous model, grounded in positive
psychology, on enhancing parental intimacy among Iranian couples. Building on prior evidence that highlights
the role of psychological strengths and family dynamics in fostering intimacy, this research offers a localized
framework for promoting marital harmony and relational resilience (Cullen & Fergus, 2021; Panahifar, 2021,
Yemiscigil et al., 2023). It seeks to answer the question: Can structured, culturally attuned interventions rooted
in positive psychology significantly improve emotional intimacy and its subcomponents among married
parents?

Methods and Materials

This study employed a quasi-experimental research design with pretest—posttest and control group structure.
The statistical population included all couples who had visited psychological clinics in Zanjan, Iran, in 2024.
Forty individuals were selected using convenience sampling and randomly assigned to experimental (n = 20)
and control (n = 20) groups. Inclusion criteria required couples to be married for at least one year but no more
than five years, without severe marital conflict or psychological disorders.

The intervention consisted of fifteen structured training sessions focusing on components of the indigenous
model of a happy family. These sessions included modules on resilience, self-awareness, optimism, life
purpose, emotional regulation, spiritual gratitude, and constructive communication.

Data were collected using the Oxford Happiness Questionnaire (OHQ) and the Couple Intimacy Questionnaire
developed by Vandenbroek and Hans Bertman. Data analysis was conducted using SPSS v24, employing
descriptive statistics and multivariate analysis of covariance (MANCOVA) to determine the effectiveness of
the intervention.

Findings

Descriptive statistics indicated that posttest mean scores of the experimental group were significantly higher
than those of the control group across most subscales of intimacy, including agreement, affection, and
commitment.

Results from the multivariate analysis of covariance showed that resilience-based interventions had a
significant effect on total intimacy scores (F = 74.607, p < .001, n? = .734), as well as on agreement (F =
100.778, p < .001, n? =.789), affection (F = 42.756, p <.001, n? = .613), and commitment (F=111.117, p <
.001, n? = .805). However, no significant effect was found on the honesty subscale (F = 3.004, p = .094).
Similarly, self-management training showed significant effects on agreement (F = 15.215, p <.001), affection
(F = 6.205, p =.020), commitment (F = 26.539, p <.001), and total intimacy (F = 23.794, p < .001), but not
on honesty (F = 1.534, p = .227).

The meaning-of-life component significantly improved all intimacy dimensions, including honesty (F = 4.781,
p = .038), with particularly strong effects on commitment (F = 133.935, p < .001) and total intimacy score (F
=166.694, p <.001).

Positive family communication training significantly influenced agreement (F = 81.549, p < .001), affection
(F=17.929, p <.001), commitment (F = 92.377, p < .001), and total intimacy (F = 92.002, p < .001), though
its effect on honesty remained nonsignificant.

Achievement-oriented modules also led to significant improvements in agreement, affection, commitment, and
overall intimacy, while again showing no effect on the honesty subscale.

AR
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Lastly, training in positive thinking significantly enhanced total intimacy scores (F = 122.206, p < .001) and
all subscales except honesty (F = 2.006, p = .169).

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study confirm the efficacy of the indigenous model of a happy family, based on positive
psychology, in improving various aspects of parental intimacy. This model appears to strengthen emotional
bonds through the development of resilience, communication skills, and shared meaning among couples. The
significant changes observed in subdomains such as agreement, affection, and commitment suggest that
structured, strengths-based interventions can meaningfully enhance marital functioning.

One noteworthy result is the consistent non-significance in the honesty subscale across most components. This
may be due to the fact that honesty is more deeply rooted in personality traits and long-standing relational
patterns, which are less susceptible to change over short-term interventions. Future research could investigate
tailored modules aimed specifically at fostering transparency and vulnerability in marital dialogue.

Overall, the results align with the theoretical framework of positive psychology, which posits that enhancing
positive emotions and virtues leads to improved relationships and well-being. When couples are provided with
opportunities to explore personal strengths, regulate emotions, and cultivate shared goals, intimacy becomes a
natural byproduct. Furthermore, embedding these principles within a culturally sensitive framework ensures
relevance and effectiveness in local contexts.

In sum, the indigenous happy family model represents a promising approach for enhancing parental intimacy
and, by extension, family stability and psychological health. The results suggest its potential utility for
counselors, therapists, and policymakers seeking to develop sustainable, community-based interventions in
marital and family counseling.
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